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====== ====== ========== ==========
Chris in Panama 1 August 10 2008-08-11

To All My Friends...

Yes I’m traveling again.  This time to that sliver of a Central American country sliced in two by the world’s most famous canal... Panama!

View full size



While the prospect of looking at what is, in essence, an industrial-sized ditch may not seem too exciting, it’s well worth the trip -- especially since bus fair from the city runs all of fifty cents.  It actually is a fairly impressive ditch by the way.



View full size


However there’s so much more here.  First impression;  it’s sweltering with a capital ¨S”.  In fact capitalize all the other letter too!

 I haven’t had a shirt stay dry on my back for more than 10 minutes since I arrived.


View full size


Also, if peace and quiet is what you seek, then best seek it elsewhere.

Panama City (the capital) is rambunctious and rattles with the sound of people who love life and live it loudly... mostly on the street right outside your hotel room at 3:00 am.  But Panamanian style can be cool too with a natural smoothness that wears well at any age.



View full size


But what overwhelms is the hustle.  It’s a country of 3 million people all hoping to get lucky while living very much in the moment.

Its a mix of the crumbling old ruins with foundations laid in the days of the pirates...

And also shows itself to have a surprisingly vertical future.




View full size



I’m just beginning to explore it, to try to see it through their eyes.  I’ll let you know how it goes.

Chris Adams
============ ============== ================= ==================
Chris in Panama #2 – August 17, 2008-08-18
Hi Friends:
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Hello again from Panama!  Today is my last day here and since I first wrote to you I have traveled along the coast, visited islands and in the process I’ve learned a little, I hope, about this place and its people.
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--
First, the lushness of the land itself, sandwiched between two seas, Panama has rainforests, coastline and palm trees enough for any tourist and a credit card can buy easy access to as much comfort here as anywhere.
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--
But that would overlook the deeper personality of the place.  It is complex to say the least and there can be in places a grinding poverty.
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 It produces frustration that sometimes finds relief with faith...
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and sometimes seeks that release in social chaos and noisy protests in the streets!
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But there is also a wonderful love of children and family here and the young look well fed and energetic.
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--
Often there is a distrust of strangers and that can express itself in rudeness.  Still there are surprising kindnesses too...
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like an bookseller suggesting good titles at a good price for a traveler with a long journey ahead... or in pleasant conversations on stoops with old men.

So, as I pack my bags and my memories, I look back on the crazy cultural mix that is Panama,
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...a place I found to be so much more than just home to the world’s most famous canal.

Chris Adams


