Egypt Blogs

Blog #1 - 

Hello Everyone: 

Well, We finally made it.  After two flights (the last one 12 hours or so) I and my two jet-lagged buddies have finally reached one of the world's oldest civilizations... Egypt!

First thing I did... took a nap! 

But after that we began to explore the city of Cairo and of course Giza where the great pyramids and the Sphinx tower over the desert just outside the city.
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By the way, if anyone finds the nose off this thing please let the Egyptian government know.  I'm sure they'd like to get it back.
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Cairo has been an experience.  Chaotic, crowded and always looking for the next deal, the city teems with millions of people and a culture that dates back more than five thousand years.
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The big draw, of course are the ancient sites... admittedly the camel traffic jams can be a problem but you get used to it.

Today we made it down to Luxor - a one hour flight south.  The size and scope of the ruins here are incredible.  As for me I'm doing my best to blend in.
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Getting a sense of the people here can be difficult.  There are language issues -- although many speak here speak English.
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 What takes adjustment is encountering a society with such a different world view.  I'm very much looking forward to learning more.

Hopefully that starts tomorrow when my buddies and I head off to cruise down the Nile.
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I'll keep you updated.

Chris
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======================= ======================== ============================  Blog #2 // Oct 21, 2008

Hi Again Everyone:



View full size



I'm still in Egypt but a lot further south now.  We moved out of Cairo three or four days ago and have been sailing down the Nile (and back in time in a way) since then. 
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Basically we follow the river, stopping frequently, sometimes for just an hour or two at the towns along the way.  When we have time we stroll through the city.  There are satellite dishes and cell phones to be sure -- but in some ways I don't think certain things here have changed very much at all.  This is an old culture and it shows.
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  At each docking we find new ruins dating back between two and five thousand years.  Their size is incredible.  In America, I think we tend to think of Egypt as a couple of pyramids and the Sphinx.  But that is not so.  All along the Nile the ancients built temples and expressed their views about life --  and especially the afterlife. 

The Nile and the narrow valley that borders it are the center of the world here.  Almost everything within its reach is lush and green... go a mile away from its banks and there's just desert – bit everywhere there is Egyptian culture; a culture and a people who have survived conquest by the Romans, the Greeks, the British and through it all still managed to remain Egyptian.
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It's very different.  It's Egypt.

Chris
